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Skinner West Local School Council 
Monthly Meeting 

Tuesday, December 17, 2019 
6:00 P.M. 

 

MEETING MINUTES 
 

1. Call to Order 

a. The meeting was called to order at 6:15 pm by F. Matalka.   

b. M. Matalka noted that the meeting would be livestreamed, but not 

recorded. The LSC will consult with CPS to determine if the livestreaming 

can be posted to school social media.  

c. Present were Principal Clark and LSC members A. Crump, S. Howard, B. 

Hughes, M. Letourneau, F. Matalka, D. McSpadden, M. Sgariglia, K. 

Rachal, M. Sedler, N. Strong,  and R. Werner were present.  

 

2. Approval of Agenda 

a. The agenda was amended to include the September minutes for approval. 

The agenda was approved.  

 

3. Approval of Meeting Minutes 

a. The September 17 and November 19 meeting minutes were approved.  

 

4. Announcements & Public Communications 

a. PTO/Forum:  No report.  

b. Friends of Skinner West (FOSW):  Per M. Sedler, FOSW met with Mrs. 

Clark on November 20 to discuss the school’s needs. The Walkathon 

proceeds have funded 140 Chromebooks, two Chromebook carts, a DOC 

camera, four laser printers, one color printer, five new projectors, and the 

maintenance contract for the copiers. FOSW met on December 3 with 

Mrs. Clark and science teachers about how to spend money donated by a 

developer to fund anew STEM lab. A follow-up meeting will be held after 

winter break. The Holiday Giving Drive helped 45 Skinner families 

celebrate the season (all requests were filled!).  

c. West Loop Community News:  Per K. Rachal, the West Loop Branch of 

the Chicago Public Library is hosting several upcoming events, including a 

countdown to noon on New Year’s Eve. Per M. Sedler, the Merit School of 

Music will start registration for new classes on January 6 and Time Out 

Market will have story time staring January 11.  
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Per M. Letourneau, Chicago French Market will host Jinglefest on Saturday and Mary Bartelme Park will 

hold a menorah lighting ceremony on Monday. 

 

5. Committee Reports 

a. Chairperson’s Report: No report. 

b. Communications: Per Ms. Sgariglia, the committee will meet in January. The committee would 

welcome high-resolution photos for the website (send to skinnerwest@gmail.com).  

c. Principal’s Report – State of the School Report:  

i. Ms. Maatouk has led several performances by the Skinner choir.  

ii. The school held a lockdown drill recently. The kids performed well throughout.  

iii. The Skinner Glee Club sang at the LSC election kick-off event at the Phoenix Military Academy.  

iv. Interviews for teaching assistant candidates are underway. Skinner will receive eight (8) 

teaching assistants for our K-2 classrooms (4 new TAs) as a result of the new teachers’ 

contract. The TAs could start as soon as January.  

v. Picture Day occurred on December 11.  

vi. The first NWEA testing cycle will occur in January. Teachers are reviewing the material and 

setting goals for the students.  

vii. The Debate Team finished in first place at the Chicago Middle School Debate League on 

December 7.  

viii. Mrs. Clark is looking for two teachers to lead the Student Council.  

ix. Mrs. Clark and Mrs. Robinson participated in an exchange with Talman School on December 3.  

x. Mrs. Clark inquired with CPS about conducting an attendance boundary check. She will speak 

further with CPS on this topic.  

xi. CNA provided a $10,000 donation to Skinner 

xii. Thanks to B. Hughes and M. Young for their presentation to prospective students on November 

22.  

xiii. Our Sodexo facilities manager has been reassigned. Patrick Cimarusti will be the new facilities 

manager.  

xiv. The school will sell car magnets and other Skinner gear to fund the 8th grade trip to Washington, 

D.C. There will be a Chipotle Day on February 12 and a raffle to raise more funds.  

xv. Mrs. Clark issued a reminder that school restarts after winter break on January 2.  

d. Professional Personnel Leadership Committee (PPLC):  Per D. McSpadden, no report.  

e. Special Education/LRE:  Per R. Werner, no report.  

f. School Improvement:  Per B. Hughes, the committee met on December 5. The discussion focused on 

the size of 2nd grade math classes and the criteria for each math group. The group also talked about 

monitoring student’s Internet use at school. The next meeting is to be scheduled.  

g. Facility Services:  Per F. Matalka, a clean water pipe burst at the branch school. The damage was 

repaired quickly. Some repairs were performed on the toilets in the downstairs boys room. F. Matalka 

inquired about repairing a pothole in the branch school parking lot. Mrs. Clark will request a repair from 

CPS.  

h. Bilingual Advisory Committee:  Per Mrs. Clark, Ms. Amanda Lee has been hired and will help with the 

BAC.  

i. LSC Advisory: No report.  
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j. Expansion Committee:  Per M. Letourneau, the committee is waiting for direction on the attendance 

boundary issue discussed above. Per Mrs. Clark, CPS would like to add two (2) universal pre-K classes 

at the branch school, phasing out the tuition-based pre-K. The new gross motor room would remain, but 

the library would shift rooms. It is expected that the universal pre-K would have a defined boundary and 

may be based on other factors. Each class would have one teacher and one support staff with 20 

students. Pre-K would run during regular school hours.  

 

6. Old Business 

a. None.  

 

7. New Business 

a. None.  

 

8. Public Comment 

a. Kindergarten parents want instruction that only occurs one day a week to remain focused on those 

subjects (and not watching movies, for example). Mrs. Clark agreed to look into the issue.  

b. A parent asked about conducting a security analysis for drop-off and pick-up. Mrs. Clark noted that 

school personnel are now stationed near the street and inside the school door.  

c. Branch school parents voiced concern about missed educational time due to the shuttle ride to the main 

building.  

d. Parents asked about scheduling parent-teacher conferences with ancillary teachers, e.g., art, foreign 

language. Mrs. Clark noted that those teachers are available at any time during conference days. Mrs. 

Clark will share this information with parents.  

e. A parent relayed information she had collected about CPS funding allocations, class sizes, and how they 

relate to Skinner. She also noted that Friends of Lincoln Elementary has established an ongoing, 

privately-funded program that brings in $600,000 annually to fund teacher positions. This money comes 

from corporate sponsors and a donation of $950 from each student’s family. Several parents agreed to 

gather more information on the topic of fundraising.  

f. M. Sgariglia noted that test prep providers are interested in meeting with Skinner students, which could 

benefit Superstars in their efforts to find an academic center or high school.  

 

9. Adjournment 

a. The meeting adjourned at 7:52 pm.  

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Matt Letourneau 

Skinner West LSC Secretary 

http://www.lincolnelementary.org/friends-of-lincoln-fol.html

